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Restored 
columns 
support 
a dream 


By GEOFFREY TOMB 

Herald Staff Writer 

The word column means differ¬ 
ent things to different people. 
Back doctors work on the spinal 
column. Some newspaper people 
write columns. School kids line 
in columns. 

To George E. Nolan Jr., the 
placement of four 20 l /2-fect-tall 
Columns means a full circle, a cir¬ 
cle spanning 72 years. Nolan was 
10 in 1925 when his family home 
at 1548 Brickell Ave. — then 
called Millionaires Row — was 
built with its original four white 
Corinthian columns on the front 
porch. 

It has more than 20 rooms, 
including a third-floor ballroom 
and six baths. 

Condemned as structurally 
unsound, the original concrete 
columns, made with beach sand, 
were removed 25 years ago, along 
with the third-floor veranda and 
three second-story balconies. 
Instantly, grandeur disappeared. 

The missing columns cost the 
home not only its stately, Tara- 
like qualities but, in legalese, its 
“historical integrity.” Simply 
put: No columns, no historical 
designation, little chance of pres¬ 
ervation. 

Nolan and his late sister, Hen- 
riette Harris, were determined to 
save their home, the last one left 
on Brickell Avenue built before 
the killer hurricane of 1926 and 
still owned and occupied by the 



original family. 

But high taxes and the value of 
the lot for condominium specula¬ 
tors was forcing Nolan to the 
prospect of giving up the ghost. 
To the rescue came the law firm 
of Salussolia and Associates, 
headed by Piero Salussolia. 

As an act of sheer good faith, 
Salussolia was willing to invest 
nearly $100,000 to replace the 
columns, installed Thursday 
under the watchful eyes of “side¬ 
walk superintendent” Nolan, 
who brought many of his family 
to share the moment. Steel 
I-beams are inside decorative, 
cedar columns. 

“The house has been sad 
because of poor maintenance and 
without the columns,” said 
Nolan, 82. “Today, I am sure it is 
smiling again.” 

With the columns restored, his¬ 
torical status can be considered 
for the home at various zoning 
hearings this summer. If the nec¬ 
essary approvals are granted, Sal- 
ussolia will spend nearly $2 mil¬ 
lion to purchase the property 
from Nolan and family, restoring 
the property for use as a man¬ 
sionlike private office rather than 
see it razed for “just another 
condo.” 

“If we tear down our whole 
past, we will have no living mem¬ 
ories,” Nolan said. 

The house seemed to smile. 
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RESTORATION: The Nolan 
family mansion as it once 
appeared, at left, had four 
Corinthian columns until they 
were condemned as structurally 
unsound. But Thursday, new 
wooden columns were installed, 
below. The work brings new 
hope for historical designation. 
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